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BUNBURY REGIONAL PARLIAMENT 

Closing Statements 
THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): To conclude this historic sitting of the Parliament in Bunbury, I ask 
the Premier to come forward and make some concluding remarks. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [4.59 pm]: May I begin by simply thanking the people of 
Bunbury and the surrounding area and also the City of Bunbury for the very warm welcome and hospitality that 
has been extended to the Parliament over these past two to three days. I think the past two hours of this 
Parliament were less than glorious. However, perhaps tiredness set in. In spite of how people might view the 
day, Parliament dealt with legislation and conducted its business. There was a lot of politics, particularly today, I 
guess. Legislation was dealt with relating to water in the south west; the Busselton-Bunbury region; arson, a very 
serious crime, and measures to strengthen the penalties for this very severe threat to communities, particularly in 
the south west during an approaching fire season; and the racing industry, which is an important industry 
throughout the state, but especially in country areas. Members from both sides contributed to those debates.  

The attendance of the public at the Parliament I think has been far better today. I must say that there was a 
disappointing attendance yesterday, particularly last night. Today I have noticed that there has been at times 
quite a large number of people here, and I thank those who are here at, if we like, the bitter end. The Legislative 
Assembly’s visit to Bunbury has in fact been more than the sitting of the Parliament. Although holding the 
Parliament in a regional setting has been the main event, there have been supporting events and I know that 
members on both sides of the house have used this opportunity to talk to local community groups, to visit 
schools and hospitals and to look at local issues. I hope that will be of lasting benefit to Bunbury and its 
surrounding area. From a government perspective, a meet-the-minister event was held on Sunday that allowed 
individuals and groups to have face-to-face contact and discussion in their community about local issues. A 
shadow cabinet meeting was held on Monday, which included the decision to provide $3.5 million of funding — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Was that a shadow cabinet or a cabinet? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Sorry, a cabinet meeting—the bad days haunt me! I thank the member for the correction. 
A cabinet meeting was held and a decision was made to provide $3.5 million of funding to assist with the 
demolition and restoration of the Bunbury jetty.  

Mr Speaker, I also thank you for the reception that you hosted, which was attended by a large number of people. 
It was a very enjoyable event that I know was appreciated very much by the local community. There were lots of 
discussions and meetings with school, health and community groups. Tomorrow of course will be the student 
Parliament, which complements this sitting.  

In conclusion, I have very much enjoyed this regional sitting of Parliament. I thank members of Parliament and 
the staff who have attended—something like 300 people have come to Bunbury for this exercise. It certainly has 
been a boost to the local suppliers of food and hospitality; I am sure they have enjoyed the opportunity. I also 
thank the staff of Parliament and indeed the staff of the Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre for the way in 
which they have looked after us during this time here. I hope the people of Bunbury have enjoyed the 
experience. It is a little different for us as parliamentarians; we find ourselves in an unusual environment and on 
stage. Here we are and perhaps we performed to varying abilities on the stage. Mr Speaker, I thank you and I 
thank all who have been involved. I see the Mayor of Bunbury and I particularly thank him and the City of 
Bunbury for their hospitality and warm welcome. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [5.02 pm]: I join with the Premier in thanking the 
people of Bunbury, Busselton, Australind, Eaton and the south west generally for their hospitality and for 
welcoming this regional sitting of the Legislative Assembly. I think it has been an excellent sitting and I will 
make some comments on that in a minute. I just wanted to record that it is the third regional sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly and I am proud to have been Deputy Premier in the government that began this tradition of 
regional sittings.  

It has not been a sanitised sitting. There has been robust debate in this parliamentary sitting. I think we have had 
more robust debate and probably more politics, fiercer exchanges and more passion across the chamber than we 
have had in previous regional sittings. There are some ways in which Parliament has improved in this regional 
sitting. We had more attendance from members of Parliament on both sides during debate in the chamber and I 
think we have seen some of our members perform in a new light and in a new and better way in their 
contributions to this chamber.  

One of the benefits of regional sittings is that it gives members an opportunity to meet people in the local 
community. On Monday, a team of Labor people went to Challenge Australian Dairy. I was pleased to meet 
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Peter Giddy, the chief executive officer; Larry Brennen; Neville Haddon; and Imre Mencshelyi. We talked to 
them about the fantastic performance of Challenge since its inception and we enjoyed some of their produce at a 
lunch at Capel Vale Winery. I strongly recommend the chilli cheddar and the double brie, although I would have 
to say that they are probably not good for the heart! We also went to Capel Seniors, where I met Heather Scott 
and her members. I nearly got involved in a mah-jong game, but apparently I have a bit to learn before I am 
allowed to play that game! We talked about aged-care facilities in Capel. We understand that it is an issue of 
importance right across regional Western Australia. 

This regional sitting, as do all regional sittings, gave us the opportunity and the requirement to focus on some of 
the issues that are affecting the region. This afternoon we began a discussion on the fast train service to Bunbury. 
We did get sidetracked into a debate about the respective regional development records of the different sides of 
politics, but I think it is worthwhile noting that we began the discussion about an important piece of 
infrastructure for the future for the south west. Yesterday we raised the problems of small business people, 
particularly those who are relying on the LPG subsidy to maintain their business and to maintain jobs in that 
business. This is part of the traditional role of the opposition; it is our role in the system to hold the government 
to account. We do that when Parliament is sitting normally and we also do it when the regional Parliament is 
sitting.  

I have been asked by several journalists about the cost of the regional Parliament. In fact, because of the regional 
Parliament I have been invited to criticise regional sittings as somehow being a waste of money. I have rejected 
that opportunity offered to me by journalists to criticise the spending of money on the regional Parliament. I 
think it is a worthwhile initiative. I think it is an act of inclusion. I think it is an assertion that Western Australia 
is not and should not be considered as a city state. We should continue to hold regional sittings and I will resist 
the opportunity offered to me by journalists to criticise the government for continuing to provide money for 
regional sittings of Parliament.  

I thank individuals who have been of great assistance during the past two days. Thanks on behalf of the state 
Parliamentary Labor Party to the Legislative Assembly staff who are in new circumstances with facilities that are 
different from those at Parliament House and who have kept things running smoothly. They have supported all 
of us and I thank them very much. For our part, I thank Hon Adele Farina and the staff in her office because they 
provided us in the state Parliamentary Labor Party with hospitality and assistance in our work. Finally, to the 
people of Bunbury and surrounding areas, thanks very much for your hospitality and warmth. We have all 
enjoyed this regional sitting of Parliament and I hope we have brought the Parliament closer to you and that your 
issues are now higher and more prominent in our minds and in our hearts than they might have been before this 
regional sitting.  

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the National Party) [5.07 pm]: Mr Speaker, I join the 
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in thanking you and your team for the organisation that has allowed 
the regional Parliament in Bunbury to take place. It has been enjoyable for Parliament to come to regional 
Western Australia. Having the focus of the debate on regional Western Australia has been welcomed by, I think, 
all members of Parliament. 

The people of Bunbury are represented here by the mayor, and I hope that they have enjoyed seeing Parliament 
in action and that it has encouraged them to be involved in government in Western Australia. I am sure for some 
it has and for some it has not, but bringing the Parliament closer to the people is very important, as has been 
mentioned previously. I say these things on behalf of my National Party colleagues and on behalf of Adele 
Carles and the Greens (WA) and the Independent member John Bowler. I think that all members of Parliament 
have enjoyed the opportunity to get out of Parliament House and into the regions. I think this tradition of coming 
to regional Western Australia for Parliament will continue and I think it will be an interesting debate deciding 
where we take the Parliament to next, but it is something that should certainly happen. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I rise to make a few comments about this sitting in Bunbury. Like the 
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party before me, there are several people 
whom I would like to thank. I certainly thank the staff of the Legislative Assembly, particularly the Clerk, Peter 
McHugh, and the Deputy Clerk, John Mandy, but I also acknowledge my Sergeant-at-Arms, Dr Julia Lawrinson, 
and Kirsten Robinson, Kat Galvin and the wonderful work done by Kris, Daniel, Megan and Alice in 
circumstances that are quite different from the environment they normally work in. Members, as Speaker I have 
had the privilege of seeing other Parliaments operate, and I am sure that many of you would have seen other 
Parliaments operate, but the Assembly staff we have are second to none; they do a fantastic job for us and I 
acknowledge them.  

I also acknowledge the work of Ken Craig. Ken does not always have an easy job in Parliament. Ken, to you and 
your people, it has been a fantastic effort again and thank you very much for your assistance. Peter Pascoe has 
the unenviable task of pulling this all apart and having it out of this place by the middle of Friday because there 
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is a function in here on Friday evening. Peter, or Pedro as he is more commonly known to some of us around the 
place, thank you very much for your efforts.  

One focus that we certainly have in a regional Parliament is the education element, and I think that about 
900 students went through the process today and several hundred yesterday, so congratulations to Jane Gray and 
all the people involved with the setting up of the student program and the student Parliament to be held 
tomorrow. They have more work to do.  

IT staff are often portrayed in various lights around this place by what they can and cannot do, but to come to 
this environment and make the equipment of the majority of us work is a sterling effort, so thanks to everybody 
in IT. Hansard staff often go unheralded and I know in a different environment and a different setting they have 
to be able to record, note and get all the information necessary to produce Hansard, so congratulations to 
everybody involved there.  

I would also like to mention the media. I know that the Leader of the Opposition has reflected on the question 
asked of him about the worth of holding a sitting of Parliament in a regional setting. I endorse your comments, 
Leader of the Opposition, and I would hope that most people in this place do. Certainly, I know that coming to 
Bunbury is also a challenge for the media in having a different working environment and a different set of 
networks, so I thank them for their presence.  

On behalf of the Parliament, I thank particularly the City of Bunbury, represented by Mayor David Smith. It is 
great to see you in the audience, David, and I look forward to our function coming up shortly. On behalf of the 
Parliament of Western Australia, I thank you very much for the cooperation we have enjoyed with the City of 
Bunbury to enable this to happen. In saying that, I acknowledge the work done by the people in this particular 
building, the Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre—Graham Harvey, whom we met with quite a while ago to 
get this set-up operating; and also Paul Parkes, who has on a daily basis made all the technical operations in this 
place work without any difficulty whatsoever. Finally, I thank very much the people of the greater south west for 
the very warm welcome they have given to all of us in this place. Thank you. 

Leader of the Opposition—pardon me! Leader of the House. I nearly got you, Leader of the House! 
 


